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VICTORIA RUTSON
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD
WASHINGTON, D.C., 20423
From: Rusty & Verlyn Mangold
5411 Pawtucket
San Antonio, Texas 78230
Re: STB Finance Docket No. 34284 - Southwest Gulf Railroad Company

Re: Concerns regarding construction of rail line through Quihi Community
" 426 Weman Ranch — 112 Wiemers Ranch

1. Livlihood - from hunting and grass leasing money. Pays taxes and insurance
2. Springs - 1 mile long, feeds 2 tanks on ranch

3. Gas/oil pipe line it will cross is 50 yeears old

4. Yancey Waterline it will cross is drinkahle water.

5. Only entrance to ranch will be crossed twice.

6. Plans to live there will be cancelled.

7. Plans to profit from ranch will be effected

8. Wiemers ranch hlps pay nursing home costs at $3,000 a month

9. History & memories of 100 years and 3 generations.

10. Artifacts dating to Paleo times have been found

11. Deer, Turkey, Ducks, Quail, Pigs & hogs.

12. 20 minutes of noise every day 4 times a day. Too much.

13. One location enough 2 in Quihi, 1 in San Antonio - 2 blocks from home 2 A.M. 4 AM.
14. Emexrgencies, Ambulances, Fire - 20 minute train too long

15. Electricity and telephone

16. Crossing main road to ranch in flooded area

17. Quiet country life coming to an end. After 100 years.

18. Don't you think 20 quarries is enough.

19. Train in San Antonio enough - A blight to our beautiful hill countxry

20. Uncoverd rail cars and trucks will distroy our country roads

21. Effected many years of our life so far. Others will proft we will be inconvincd

22. Rather see doves from the west not trains
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S ﬁDescendants of Castro
Colony Pair Now in
4th Generation.

/

In 1845 Nickolaus Tchirhardt,
born in 1811 at Lothringen, Alsace-
Loraine, cameyto San Antonio-and
married ‘Kathering Meyer who had
been born at the same place in
1825. ‘Both. were: members” of. the’

-.Castro colony which™started
' .troville. Nickolaus. “Pschirhafge-died
in 1866 in the cholera epidemic, .
and his widow lived- until 1892,

. Now the descendants, numbering
-more than. 400,:.hold. an ' -annual
reunion at Castroville; ' “Last, Sun-
day, 443 reg1stered and spent the
day at’ Wernette's Garden. In the
afternoon there was a -program of
readings, .songs and, addresses by
Mrs. J. L. Mechler of . Southton,
Phil- C. Jdgge of Taxpley and Au-'
-- gust Tschu'hardt Sr,

~Three of the {first famlly are
still living, Josebh: Tschirhardt, 913
Edward, 86, and August, 75. Mem-
bers of' the family now are scat-
tered through Texas, Arizona, New
Mexico,. Kansas and California."

Four of the brothers in the first
family, -together with a teamster,

Kavett in which Edwar
hardt ki}led the- chief

the famlly ‘at Wernette Park
eph’ Tschirhardt, 91, and Mr
basfian Tschirhardt, 76, Witk

youngsters. o “
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Juan Flores Place

Juen Flores is doilng = renovation job on
this old historical building. Originelly
the building was 2 stage stop but later was
abandoned and the stages stopped at a build-
ing across the road thet hes slso been
renovated in recent times (home owned by Mrs.
Nell Richter).

The schoolhouse was just recently moved
here, the New Fountain School house stood
just across the Verde Creek, approximately
% mile from here.



Home of Mrs. Nell Richter - Stagecoach Stop

More than 100 years ago Frederick Metzger
built this home and store, which became a
stagecoach stop. Fire damaged the left wing
housing the store, but its thick walls re-
mained. Later, the place was rebuilt and a-
second story added to the left wing. Today,
after remodcling, it has become the property
and home of Mrs, Nell Richter,

The remodeling was quite a job, for thé long
decades had been hard on the o0ld house.

Those wonderful, two-foot-thick walls wore in
excellent shape in the west and centcr sections.
That was good, they necding only pointing up
and plumbers. They werc a problcm, too, to

the men who built the lovely panocled firc-
place in the living room; the fireplace chimney
had to be built inside the room, since they
couldn't cut through the walls.

New floors had to be put in on both levels.
The old staircase was narrow and stecp, it
was taken down and a new ono built in the big
hall. Eight small rooms upstairs were mede
into four generous-sizcd onos.

The window sills are deep enough to bc used
as seats,

The guest housc at the back was once =
little kitchen.



Eome of Mr. & Mrs. Jemes C. Gray

Tn 1853 John James & J. A. Herndon decded
this place to Henry W. Pochler and wife
Carcliine. ‘

30ld to James C. Gray & Mary by Henry F.
Poehler, son of Henry W. Poehler in 1943,

The Cypress besms, most of the window
pones and the Mantel Board are the ori-
ginal.

The clock on the Mantel and the Bench on
the front porch belonged to the original
owner.



Home of Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Saathoff

75 acres of land was sold to John Vancc by
James Huth Mey 29, 1834. John Vance sold-
this land to George Leinwcber December 17,
lggg. George Leinweber built this housc in
l . ’ N

This house, built in 1856, out of mason rock
put together with limo and mud, still has-
the original ceiling, walls,cypress beams,
doors, o0ld fashioned door knobs, two firc
places and 18" deep windows.

The out side "smoke house" is also made of
mason rock and has 6 small 4" X 6" windows
up high where they used to shoot ot the
Indians. The smoke house is also 120 ycars
old.

The front walk is laid with huge stonos theot
were cut and placed in the walk in 1856.



Home of Mr. & Mrs,., Lester Sasthoff

Original owners were Henry & Kotharine Brucks.
Henry n~nd Katharine merried November 1, 1873,
They lived in the barn which is still standing
at the rerr of the house while this home was
being built. It took two yesrs to build this
housc, and it required 55 londs of sand hauled
By wagon and team from Hondo and Verde Creck
and many loads of notive stone hauled from
Brucks rench north of Quihi by 17 year old

son Bernherdt H. Brucks.

Wolls aversge about 16" thick inside and 20"
outside. Some of the individunl stones in
each corner are L' long.

Lester and Florence Saathoff, lth generation
descendants of Henry snd Kaotharine Brucks,
are now living in this house.



Lindeburg School st Quihi - Built in 1870

Honry Costro owned this parcel of land. Mrs.
Talka Mergrret Lindcburg, the grendmother of
Henry and Otto Lindeburg now living in Quihi,
washed or did Castro's loundry for gquite some
time. Money being very scorce in those days;
Castro in return for her services, gave the
plet of land to Mrs. Lindeburg.

The Community began to grow ond the necd for

n schoolhouse arose. Mrs. Lindcburg gove the
l1and to be used for school purposes or for o

schoolhouse, with the following stipulation:

When schoel wes closed or should it no longer
be used as o school, it would go back to the

heirs.

The Lindeburg Schoolhouse was built in 1870.
The original siding (1 X 12) is still on the
building end in good condition.

The first Board of Trusteccs wes: Mimke-
Saathoff, John Reitzer and Henry Brucks.

In the early 30's the heirs decided thet they
no longer wanted it, so the rcsidents of the
Quihi Community organized and bought the
Schoolhouse and land for $5.00. A Quit Cleim
deced was given to them, with the understanding
it was to be used as a Community Center. It
has been used as such ever since.

This Schoolhouse is also used as the Voting
Place for Precinct 11.

Another interesting fact is that for many
years it was called the Quihi Cocurt House.
Quihi did have & Justice of the Peace for a
time and this was his officec.



Schuetzen-Grezelshoft-Freiheit
or Quihi Gun Club

Was orgonized at OQuihi, Texas, on May 26,1890,
Incorporated on Oct. 5, 1952, Being cmongst
the oldest active gun clubs in Texas and Ameri-
ca, OQuihi Gun Club has survived two World Wars,
depression and several floods. The present

day grounds waz the location where the club

was organized. It hes since prown from the
small open air pletform to 7000 squarec feet
plus building of today. The first or the ori-
fginal building is still in tact, with addi-
tions on 2ll four corners to accomodate its
members,

The original nucleus of Raphael Schorbiny,
Henry F. Poehler, John A Breiten, Fred W.
Boehle, John Heuser, Joe Horn, John N.
Breiten, Simon Rolf, Henry Breiten, John
Buss and Michael Schorobiny constituted the
Charter Members. The membership today is
over 550 members.

In the beginning German had to be spoken for
one to become a member. Today, as in the be-
ginning the object of the club is to perfect
its members in the use of the rifle and pro-
mote sociability among its members; with only
residents of Medina County eligible to join.

The Quihl Gun Club boasts as having some of
the finest open sight marksmen in the County.
Often is the case of fathers out shooting
their sons.

Each year on Pentecost Sunday, since the club
wes organized, members gather for the annual
celebration and grand prize shoot. This
popular day is known county wide.,



Home of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Boehle

House was built in 1875,

The Mantel in the living room is the origineal.
The clock on the mantel belonged to the
original owners.

The living room was a saloon in the early
days. Note the 18" thick walls - the. origi-
nal doors and door knobs. '

The two-story building, west of the house,
was used as a courthouse and school and was
built in 1875.

Roy Boehle and Irene Walch's grandfather
was the Justice of Pcace in Quihi and
used this building for his office and
courthouse; school was held on the sccond
floor.,

Note the two fireplaces and the cypress
beams.



Bethlehem Luthersn Church - Quihi

The actu~l date of the founding of the Quihi
Lutheran congregation was on March 13, 1852,
Rev, Oefinger wes the pastor.

The first church was dedicated in 185L.

The Parish Holl was erccted in 1927 urdor
Rev., C. P. Hasskarl,

The parsonege was built in 1949-50.

A large neon c¢ross on the steeple was dedi-~
cated in 1952, casting its red brillisncy
skyward everv night and pointing to the
eternal home above.

Items on displey such as books, pews, altar
fixtures, etc., which aré on display in the
Prrish Hall came from St. John's Church at

New Fountein, when that church merged with

Quihi Bethlehem Church.



